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1 The oral stops (or more simply, juststops) are allplosives(stops with egressive pulmonic airflow).

2 At the beginning of words and begining of stressed syllables, the voiceless (non-glottal) stops are aspirated:
[phæs] pass, [thæn] tan, etc. When these aspirated stops are followed by an approximant, the aspiration is
realized as voicelessness in the approximant:[tr

˚
u] true, [kl

˚
æs] class, [pj

˚
u] pew, etc.

3 The voiceless stops are typically unreleased at the end of syllables and often preceded by a glottal closure:
[phæPt^] pat, [thæPp^] tap, etc. For some speakers, this glottal closure overwhelms the original consonant,
especially for/t/, making it become a pure glottal stop[P]: [phæP] pat.

4 The voiced stops are typically somewhat voiceless at the beginning of words:[b
˚

æPt^] bat.

5 The glottal stop is only a marginal phoneme of English, contrasting in such near-minimal pairs as[Pm
"
Pm

"
]

mm-mm ‘no’ and [m
"
:] mmmm ‘tasty’.

6 The nasal stops (or more simply, justnasals) and the alveolar approximants are syllabic when preceded by a
consonant and not followed by a vowel:[spæzm

"
] spasm, [hæpn

"
d] happened, [br

"
d] bird, etc. Sometimes this is

perceived as a combination of a vowel plus consonant, especially since the combination is often spelled with
a vowel symbol (e.g.,bird), but a syllabic consonant is a more accurate description. Syllabic [r

"
] is typically

transcribed by the special vowel symbols[Ç] (when stressed, as in[bÇd] bird) and[Ä] (when unstressed, as in
[mæstÄ] master).

7 Affricates are technically a subtype of oral stops, having africated release. The post-alveolar affricates can
validly be transcribed as[tS] and[dZ] instead.

8 The lateral approximant is velarized when not followed by a vowel: [phæë] pal, [EëPk^] elk, etc. As in note 6,
when it is also preceded by a consonant, it is syllabic:[æpë

"
] apple. For many speakers, velarized[ë] may be

pronounced without any alveolar contact at all:[Ï], [î], or even[w].

9 Alveolar oral and nasal stops become voiced alveolar taps[R] (oral) and[̃R] (nasal) between two vowels if the
second vowel is unstressed:[læRÄ] latter/ladder, [mæR̃Ä] manner, etc.

10 Alveolar oral and nasal stops and the lateral approximant are often dentalized when followed by a dental
fricative: [phæn”TÄ] panther, [wEë”T] wealth, etc.

11 A small number of speakers also have a voiceless labiovelar approximant[û], as in[ûI
>
tS] which when it is

pronounced differently from[wI
>
tS] witch.

12 The alveolar central approximant varies from truly alveolar [ô] to retroflex[õ] (post-alveolar with the tongue
tip curled backwards), and it is somewhat rounded[ôw õw] for some speakers. The symbol[r] is not technically
the correct IPA symbol (except for Scottish English, which does have a trilled[r]), but it is a useful cover
symbol for the wide range of variation this sound has in English.


