
MYSTERY MAPS 
We found some cool maps for you, but we got so excited that we forgot to label them! 
Guess what each map displays. Half credit for close guesses.​
Map legends and scales may or may not be visible, pending budget constraints 

 
Part 1: THE UNITED STATES 
The country best known as the home of Too Many Noodles! 
 

1.​ Iowa: The state with the highest…something! This map’s creator said that Alaska and 
Hawaii were “negligible” - kind of rude, frankly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.​ And Wheeler County, Nebraska, is the national leader in something else! Alaska and 
Hawaii got excluded again for having negligible values 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

3.​ How was this map created? Not very well, clearly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.​ On a scale from light green to dark blue, how the heck are we comparing these states? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Green to dark red is on the scale. Areas in light blue and in tan are non-applicable. You only 
need to guess the meaning of the scale. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
6. US counties by…how much they like purple? No? Do you have a better idea? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Ha! This map has an AMOGUS! But apparently the colors represent something else, too 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8. Aliens? Probably aliens, right? 
 
 
9. This last map includes a cameo from several provinces of Canada! This map is from 2011, 
but I’m sure it’s fine! Probably. Either the shaded area or the bars count as an answer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 2: THE WORLD 
One of the Top 5 planets 
All maps are up-to-date within the last 5 years. We think. 

10.) Grey = either zero or no data 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

11.) Some countries are purple, too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12.) Blank = either zero or no data for that country 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.) Sudan and South Sudan have disappeared! Or maybe we just don’t have data for them 
 
 



 
 
 
14.) Something went horribly wrong in the making of this map! Wait, that’s actually a design 
choice? Why the hell would you resize the countries like that? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.) They forgot to add color to this map. Just a whole bunch of little dots that each represent 
one…something. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16. Countries are out. Giant circles are in! Let’s ignore the color of the circles, that’s too 
advanced for this class. What does each one represent? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. The creator of this map really likes blue! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18. And the creator of this map had to use a lot of different colors! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


